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Selectmen’s Report, ending March 1, 


1876. 


Received of J. Hall for use of common, 1874, 
Received of J. Hall for use of common, 1875, 
For use of hearse, 

On tax bill of 1872, 

On tax bill of 1873, 

‘On tax bill of 1874, 

Interest on tax bill, 1874, . 

Interest on tax bill, 1873, 

Interest on temporary loan, 

Savings Bank tax, 

Railroad tax, 

Literary Fund, 

Cash in Treasury, 

Received for the use of town hall, 

Received from the County, 

Received for two cattle sold, 

Assessments for the year of 1875, 


> 


$ 3 00 
5 00 

1 00 

82 86 
401 11 
1902 87 
46 23 
25 50 
1 64 
516 67 
18 50 
105 65 
405 09 
6 00 

42 00 
25 00 
6527 6é 


$10,123 78 


PAYMENTS ON ACCOUNT OF TOWN DEBT. 


Town bonds, 
Interest on bonds, 
On note, 


TOWN PAUPERS. 
For H. G. Albee, . 
John Black, 
Freeman Knights, 
Anson Howe, 


$220 00 
105 60 
10 00 


$335 60 


$ils 80 
108 35 
74 05 

5 00: 


For Norcross Boy, 
Chauncy Hildreth, 
Levi Whittaker, 
R. W. Hubbard, 


COUNTY PAUPERS. 


William Underwood, 
John Black, 

H. G. Albee, 
Transient, 


ROADS AND BRIDGES. 


Plank and timber, 
Labor, 


TOWN OFFICERS. 


Services tor Selectmen, 
Superintending Schoo] Committee, 
Town Treasurer, 

Town Clerk, 

Constable, 

Tax Collector, 


TOWN HOUSE. 


Ringing bell and care of house, 
Wood, oil and repairs, 


99 92 
73 73 
64 35 
152 70 


$693 88 


$ 690 
87 50 
108 34 
24 30: 


$227 04. 


163 96: 


' 632 27 


$796 22: 


$692 62 
40 00 
25 00 
35 00: 

@ 
2 00 
50 00 


$844 62° 
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SCHOOLS. 

District No. 1, 

“é %) 

“sé é, 

66 oy 

66 6, 

sé i; 

sé 8, 

chy v; j 

“ 10, 

“ ii, 

“ 2, 

« 13, 

“ 14, 

“ 15, 

MISCELLANEOUS. 


Stationery and postage, 

L. P. Dean, services on Fullam ease, 
Printing town report of 1874, 

For council, 

Horace Kilburn for damages to horse, 
John F. Goodrich for damages to horse, 
One road machine, 

Repairing road machine, 

One ox shovel, 

Over taxes, 

Repairing Cemetery, 

Runners tor hearse and repairs, 
Agent with hearse, 

Non-resident highway receipts, 
Births and deaths, 

Discontinuing old roads, 

State tax, 

County tax, 

Use of water, 

Expenses on the Albec case, 
iixpenses on Broker case, 

Damage done by dogs, 


$153 06 
108 44 
84 61 
86 83 
150 44 
79 62 
94 02 
80 00 
99 31 
124 18 
70 08 
71 31 


1408 00 
844 44 
3 00 

64 33 


» 387 59 


12 00 


Team work, 
Discount on taxes, 
Repairing guide boards, 
For surveying, 
Check lists, 
School notices centennial report, 
Due on tax book of 1875, 
Cash in the treasury, 


55 00 
268 09 
3 00 

9 50 

7 50 

5 00 
1590 91 
528 40 


State of Treasury, March 1, 1876. 


Town notes payable, 
Town bonds, 
Dog tax money, 


Tax bill of 1869, 


& “ 
és és 
Pr és 
6 66 

County pauper claim, 

Cash in treasury, 


Town indebtedness, 


LIABILITIES. 


$7283 34 
1574 65 
142 00 


$8999 99 


$2 10 
9 40 

10 81 

7 57 
1590 91 
227 O4 
528 40 


$2376 23 
$6623 76 


ESTIMATED EXPENSE FOR THE YEAR OF 1876. 


State tax, 
County tax, 
Town charges, 
Interest on debt, 
New roads, 


tespectfully Submitted, 


JAMES H. GOODRICH, 2d, 
JOHN L. STREETER, 
GEORGE S, FLETCHER, 


$1408 00 
842 63 
1200 00 
540 00 
2000 00 


$5990 65 
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of 
Chesterfield. 
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Report of the Superintending School Committee 
BS CHESTERFIELD, hia get 1876. 


PARENTS AND GUARDIANS : 

Our schools, with few exceptions, have been favored with efh- 
cient and useful teachers the past year. 

[ will report each district in order of their number. 

District No. 1.—Miss Nellie Hale taught this school the first 
term. There was gratifying ‘prcof of care and fidelity in her 
work. Yet, more animation and voice in the school room, would 
have put on better finish. Seven were not absent a day in the 
term ; but tardy markg were plenty, 

Winter term in care of Mr. G. F. Burnham. Recitations at 
the close, were a proof of: industry and painstaking on the part of 
teacher and pupils. Yet, an increase of animation and voice 
would have made a “ very-well,” much better. In this school too 
much tardiness and absence for good habits. Who is responsible 
for such ? 

Disrricr No, 2.—Suammer term in care of Miss Adelia Bar- 
rows, who excelled in the art of teaching, and kindled some /ire, 
will, and pleasure in her pupils. Oral lessons of small pupils, 
fine ; outline maps on the board fine; and all recitations nearly 
perfect. . 

Winter term in care of Miss EH. Wheeler. Necitations at the 
close were prompt, accurate, and with a relish, The sounds and 
powers of the.letters were well recited by the older class; and 
some oral lessons by the smaller classes were first-rate. A term of 
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‘good progress and profit to the pupils. ‘Twelve scholars. Only 
three tardy marks and four days of absence. 


District No, 3.—Miss Mary Cobleigh had charge of this school, 
Summer term. She was faithful in her work, and in this her first 
experiment of teaching was, in a good degree useful. More ani- 
mation and voice would have made her more useful. 


Winter termin care of Mr: ©. Wellington. He has labored 
with pleasing satisfaction to the district and your committee. A 
profitable term to the pupils. Yet, an increase of animation 
would be an increase of power and favor in the future. 


District No. 4.—Summer term in care of Miss Lizzie Safford, 
a beginner in the art, and a native of the district. Yet, she was 
faithful, and in a good degree useful to this little school. 


Winter term in care of Miss Nellie Hale, who labored for this 
school with ability, favor and success.—Seven scholars, 3 had‘no 
tardy mark—3 not absent a day. No visitors at the close, 


Disrricr No. 5.—Summer term in care of Mrs. Emily Dar- 
ling, who was faithful and successful in her school. There wasa — 
commendable interest manifest in the branches studied. A fine 
specimen of map-drawing on the board extra. Yet, more vitality 
and voice was a climax needed. Fifteen visitors at the close. 


Winter term in care of Miss Gertie Robertson. This school 
was prompt and accurate in their recitations, and seemed to know 
for certain what they said. Oral lessons were fine; and some 
map-drawing on the board by a small class was fine. 


_Disrricr No. 6.-—-Both terms were in the care of Miss Frances 
Katon, a beginner in the art of teaching. She appeared to be 
faithfnl in her work, and gave pleasing satisfaction to parents and 
pupils. Yet, too many tardy marks and absences for good habits. 
Who is to blame in such a case? Is it ** nobody ?” 


Disrricr No, 7.—Summer term in care of Miss Fmma Frink, 
who labored well for this school. In the recitations at the close, 
classes seemed to know what. they said, and could tell what they 
knew. Improvement in reading good. Very few tardy or absent 
marks, 
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Winter term in care of Miss Mabel Lane, a skillful and de- 
voted teacher. At the close, the classes appeared to have a cor- 
eet and ready knowledge of every branch of study attended to. 
There is a marked improvement also in prompt and regular atten- 
dance in this district. Nine visitors at the close. ; 


Disrrict No. 8. Summer term in care of Miss Gertie Robert- 
son, who was skillfal and thorough in her teaching, and useful to 
her pupils. Yet, too much tardiness and occasional absence for 
good habits. Is anybody in fault for this? 


Winter term in care of Mrs. L. M. Richardson. The term 
closed with cheering marks of fidelity and intercst on the part of 
teacher and pupils. Yet, tardiness and occasional absence was too 
plenty. Who is to blame for this evil? Is it Mr. “« Nobody ?: 


District No. 9.—Summer term in care of Miss Myra Streeter, 
who, for a beginner in the art, managed her school very well, At 
the close there was evident progress in the several branches stud- 
ied. Yet more animation would have made a better finish, Tour 
had no tardy mark——3 had no days of absence. | 


Winter term in care of Miss Emma Snow. Good order, good 
teaching, and good progress characterized this school. The classes 
knew their places, and what they had learned for the term. Six 
had no tardy marks,—six no dismissal,——and four no absent day. 


‘ 


Disrrict No. 10.—Summer term in care of Miss Annie Ratt 
dall. At the close of the term there was gratifying proof of 
careful and faithful teaching, and of good progress in study.” Tn 
this school, nine had no tardy mark, four had no absent day.) * 

Winter term_in care of Miss Annie Atherton, who proved te 
self an accurate and profitable teacher in every department of the 
school room. Yet, a little more of the spirit-moving power would 
be a help in future. ; cen 


Disrricr No, 11.. Summer term in-care of Miss A. Pierce 
who was useful no doubt to this little school, which closed after a 
‘term of: five weeks, without my presence. 
- "= ‘Winter 'term ih ¢are of Miss Addic Farwell, who instructed this” 
school’with skilJ, patience, and ability. She was profitable: to her 
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pupils. Four scholars. Two had not been tardy, two had not 
‘been absent a day. 


 Disrrior No. 12, Summer term in care of Miss H. 8. Whit- 
ney. She took pains, and pleasantly helped her pupils along in 
their reading and studies. But a little more of lively drilling 
“would have made good still better. \ 


_ Fall term in care of Miss A. Randall, who labored faithfully to 
benefit this little school. Buta part of this school « played tru- 
ant” and lost their privilege of school. Who bears the blame of 
this waste ? 


Districr No. 13. Summer term in care of Miss H. E. Leach; 
a devoted and skillful teacher. The closing exercises were honora- 
ble to both teacher and pupils. Of 35 scholars, 21 had no tardy 


marks. 


Winter term, Senior department, in care of Miss J. Davis. 
This school was well and faithfully instructed, and did honor to 
themeelves and teacher at the close. Sickness deprived some of a 

desired privilege. ‘Ten visitors. 
Primary department in care of Miss A. A. Sheldon, a skillful 
_and faithful teacher ; who knew how to train little folks to order 
and learning. They read and recited at the close with more than 
common accuracy and relish, A live school. 


District No, 14. Both terms in care of Miss Ada Johnson. 
The closing examination showed that this schcol had been well in- 
structed. ‘The pupils had made progress in their studies, and did 
honor to themselves and teacher. Five visitors. 


\ ~ * ; . 5 eS 

District No, 15. Ly advice and consent this district, for the 
present pay their share of school money to No. 13, and send 
their few. scholars to this district. 


IN CONCLUSION. 
! 
Let mo say, your committee has attended to the work entrusted to 
fim with all the care and fidelity he could command ; watching pro- 
gress and regulating defects. Ihave visited every school at the be 


1 


inning of each term, and with two exceptions, every school at 
g 5 v 


Co 


close, together with some intermeliate visits. In all the schools I 
have found much to approve and cheer, and but little to cen- 
sure, 


NOW A WORD'UPON SCHOOL po Nee 


These annual school meetings have much to do with the prosper- 
perity of our schools. How is ¢Ais, is it askel? Because in this 
meeting an agent is chosen to have the handling of your money, 
in hiring teacher, board, and making repairs, etc. Insome districts 
the annual meeting is sadly neglested ; and often too, by those ca- 
pable of doing the best service. At this meeting a full delibera- 
tion and vote is needed in order to secure the best good of the 
school ; no less, certainly, than at a town meeting, And yet in 
some districts, 2 or 3 voters are left to decide the whole matter? 
Such indifference in attending the annual district school meeting, 
does not help, but is a dead weight upon the prosperity of our 
schools. Every man should have a soul and voice in helping the 
common school cause. He is a stockholder in it. 


There are three agencies employed in the presperity of our 
schools: the material, the workers, and the proprictors of the 
work. ‘The scholars are the material; the teachers are the work- 
ers; and the parents are the proprietors. And if the parents are 
to choose an agent to hire the workmen who are to shape their ma- 
terial, how does it become them, one and all, to be at the anaual 
school meeting, to decide upon a trustworthy agent, and to advise 
with him how to proveed, in hiring their workmen with an’ eye to 
the work. 


PRUDENTIAL COMMITTEE. 


The law requires this officer to hire and pay the teacher, pro- 
vide board and fuel, make such occasional repairs as are needed, 
not exceeding five per cent of the school money of the district; 
warn school meetngs, and notify the Sup. Committee of the begin- 
ning and close of the terms; also see that the money of the district 
ig all schooled out. A neglect of this last imposes a fine equal to. 
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the arrearage. LHvery district agent will do well to consider what 
the real interests of the district need in the character of a teacher, 
before agreeing with this or that one that comes along. And-it is 
rarely wise to employ a person to teach in the district where they 
have been brought up. 

BUSINESS OF TEACHERS. 

A teacher is not a person who merely hears recitations and read- 
ing classes; but one who wakes up the mind of pupils to new in- 
terest and enquiry in study, and to go beyond the questions of the 
text book. A teacher that is “apt to teach,’ will communicate 
knowledge, and aid pupils to a right understanding of what is dark 
and difficult. A true teacher will not treat all the children alike, 
any more than a true doctor would apply one medicine to all sorts 
of disease, One child is of a mild and yielding disposition ; an- 
other is self-willed; one is quick, another is slow te learn. A true 
teacher will know when to slacken and when to tighten the rein ; 
when to help, and when to let the scholar help himself. The 
teacher that loves his employment more than money or station will 
be sought for, as one of the right stamp. 


School teaching is a responsible business. Every school teacher 
is doing something to form the character of children for the part 
they are to act in human society. very teacher is helping edu- 
cate his pupils for the solemn duties of patriots and freemen in the 
nation. If this is the responsibility of a school teacher, then school- 
teaching isa solemn and weighty business. It needs some matu- 
rity i in age and correctness of judgment in a teacher over and above 
book qualities. 

SCHOOL HOUSES. 

A few small repairs have been made in some of the houses the 
past year. A few other houses need a thorough repair at once, or 
a new one in their place. ‘This for the comfort of the scholars and 
the respectability of the district. A school house is a house to 
educate children in; not in books only, but in moral influence. 
The eye «as well as the ear helps this influence. One 
means of a good education for our children is, to have things 
around them in good style, taste, and convenience. This leads 
them to feel a proper selfrespect, and to a higher grade of civiliza- 
tion. It is also a means of saving them from low vices and crime. 
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Hence our school houses should be made pleasant to the eye and 
comfortable even in winter. A coat of paint and whitewash would 
improve the appearance of some of our school rooms as well as our 
kitchens and parlors. Paint then your school houses within and 
without. Adorn your school rooms with maps and some useful 
apparatus, that your children may feel they have a pleasant room 
to study in. This would help raise a noble ambition in the rising 
race, 

All of which is respectfully submitted by your Committee. 

J. HALL. 
Chesterfield, March 3, 1876. 
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